The Disciple's Prayer

Base Text: Matthew 6:9-13

Prayer:
- Praying is our greatest privilege, because we enter into the presence of God before the throne of grace. 
- Men who seek God's presence come out with renewed power and can exert an influence that blesses those around them. 

In Prayer our reference is the Our Father, the prayer that the Lord left us as a model to follow. 

(Matthew 6:9-13) 

The disciples pray as: 

Children of a great Father: Our Father, who art in heaven. 

Jesus shows us that as we contemplate his greatness, we must know the closeness of the Father (who protects me, provides for me, who guides me) that is, someone with the authority, responsibility, and affection of a perfect heavenly Father. 

The implication of addressing God as Father is that we are automatically presenting ourselves as "children," members of his family, priority in his life, responsibility for his doing, and joy in his being, (Hebrews 10:19-22). 

"The most important part of our prayer is to realize who we are talking to, but the second is to realize with what heart we are heard."

True Worshipers: Hallowed be your Name.

Worship is a reverent devotion to God, with specific forms and ways by which this reverence is expressed, which demonstrates the value of the one who receives this unique treatment, this honor and devotion. 

Worship is the starting point of any interaction with God, (Psalm 34:3).

"Worship determines your values and priorities, which consequently determines the direction of your life, affecting what you seek and where you seek it."

Believers with Vision: Thy Kingdom come.

The Kingdom of God where we long to live and walk faithfully is a place of perfect righteousness and eternal grace, where there are values and principles by which we desire to live. 

Prayer is to walk according to these principles, by taking God's promise to us and being delivered by His faithfulness to all the potential and purpose that God has planned for us His children. 

Do not be afraid, little herd, for it has pleased your Father to give you the kingdom.
Luke 12:32

Humble Servants: Thy will be done.

Prayer is nothing more than a dynamic relationship between God and his children, a communicating, engaging in conversation, speaking and waiting, listening and obeying, asking and submitting. 

Prayer to the Father is one way we can walk in His purposes by renouncing our limited ways. (Isaiah 55:8-9)

"Prayer is a daily, continuous and joyful walk with God in the same direction... his."

Needy Heirs: Give us our daily bread today.

Not everything in our prayer life is to ask, in fact, many times you can have a time in the secret where you just worship and recreate in the presence of God and do not resort to asking for anything. But you must understand that it is okay to ask, and that we can ask repeatedly and ask for a lot, because our Father is the Lord of the universe. 

God is interested in the details of our lives. (Philippians 4:6-7, 1 John 5:14-15)

"We pray, more than to obtain, to relate to the giver."

Sinners in debt: Forgive our debts.

A sin creates a debt, we can sin against God, or against others and others can sin against us. So, we can owe a debt to God or to others or others a debt to us. (1 John 1:8-9)

We have to be accountable with him, reflect on our daily actions towards God and towards others, "as we also forgive our debtors"

"Come now. Let's settle this matter," says God—.
Though their sins be as scarlet, I will make them as white as snow. Though they be red as crimson, I will make them as white as wool. Isaiah 1:18


Always Vulnerable: Do not lead us into temptation. 

Temptation can also mean trial. This is the part where we enter into a quest that will make us understand, grow, and mature. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

If we would just consult with Him more, if we would submit our decisions to Him, if we would just turn to heaven before we turn to others, we would avoid so much trouble, we would avoid much of the discipline that the Father in Heaven ends up applying out of love for His distracted children, who walk in disobedience. 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God they are children of God. Romans 8:14

In need of protection: Deliver us from evil. 

Every child needs protection from his father, and every father must provide it, and the Lord is protective by nature. The Bible describes Him as our Fortress, our Castle, Our High Refuge, our Rock, our Deliverer, and Shield, to name a few. 

You are my strength; I hope you will rescue me, because you, O God, you are my strength. Psalm 59:9

"Prayer is conversing, communicating with God." 



