SCARS

… for I carry, in my body, scars that show that I belong to Jesus. Galatians 6:17

Paul's scars: 

· In the 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians Paul mentions many of his adversities: 
· 2 Corinthians Chapter 4
· 2 Corinthians chapter 11
· 2 Corinthians chapter 12

For this light momentary tribulation produces in us an ever more excellent and eternal weight of glory. 2 Corinthians 4:17

Principles of The Thorn in the Flesh: (2 Corinthians 12:1-10)

Each time he said to me, "My grace is all you need; my power works best in weakness." So now I'm glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 2 Corinthians 12:9

a) Pride is a dangerous thing that impedes God's work in and through us. 

b) Adversity is not sent by God:  

c) In the face of adversity, it is right to pray and ask God to deliver us. 

d) The adversities that come into our lives are opportunities that God uses to train us in the way of Humility.

Now we know that God works all things together for the good of those who love Him, those who have been called according to His purpose. Romans 8:28

e) Communication with God is important in order to understand His holy purposes. Although many times we will only understand in hindsight.

f) Having God's grace is more important than being delivered from Adversity. 

g) The power of Christ works best in weakness. 

"In the wilderness God is teaching you to stop trusting yourself (pride) and to trust the messages that come from Him (humility)."

The Way of Christ: 

Jesus said that in the world we would have afflictions.

I have told you these things so that you may find peace in me. In this world you will face afflictions but take heart! I have overcome the world. John 16:33
Jesus said to his disciples:
"If anyone wants to be my disciple, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow me." Matthew 16:24
· Jesus encouraged us to follow His example: 

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you and has given you an example to follow in his footsteps. 1 Peter 2:21

The Scars of Jesus: Philippians 2:1-11

And when he had said this to them, he showed them his hands and his side. And the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. John 20:20

"Power manifests itself through weakness"


PAZ Groups

1. Getting to know each other:
Briefly share as a group a physical or experiential scar that you had in the past but that has now healed and now allows you to help others with that same adversity.  

2. Inside the Bible:

Let us read carefully together the following passages: 
2 Corinthians 4:7-11
2 Corinthians 11:23-29
2 Corinthians 12:7-10

· What is your first thought when you read these passages that the Apostle writes? 

· In spite of all that he suffered, do you consider Paul a man of great faith? 

· Why didn't Paul, despite so much adversity, get in the way of God? Do you know someone who has gotten in the way (angry) with God because of some adversity? 

· In the first part of this series, we discussed four reasons why we experience adversity. Why do you think Paul experienced these sufferings? 

· If Paul had faith and served the cause of Christ, why didn't God deliver him from these trials? 

Now read Romans 8:35-37.

Why can Paul write these words? 

3. Application for Life:

	-We talk about a healed wound moving to heal, but one that has not healed or is continuously hurting (victimized) remains open and is prone to infection. 

- Can you give an example of some adversity that happened to you that you can now use to help heal and comfort others? 

- Can you think of any adversity that still needs to be healed, perhaps by forgiving others, by forgiving yourself? 
	
End by praying for one another to ask for Christ's healing at those events. 

"If there are unhealed wounds, it is especially important that you attend the seminar of Libres."


Family Altar Questions: 
Do we as a family have any past or present events of trial, adversity, or loss that we need to discuss in order to seek healing for a family member? Is there something about that event that hinders someone in the family in their relationship with God? 


