Blessed Adversity

What is Adversity? 

· That which is adverse or unfavorable. 
· Adverse = Opposite, unfavorable, enemy (adversary) .

Why does Adversity happen? 

As Jesus passed by, he saw a man who was blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked, "Rabbi, who sinned, he or his parents, that this man was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not for his sins or for the sins of his parents," Jesus answered. He was born blind so that all would see the power of God in him.
John 9:1-3

a. Because we live in a fallen world:

· There is evil and evil in the world. 
· We are surrounded by an adverse culture.
· We are exposed to temptation (sin always has consequences). 
· There is a natural world to which we are exposed.
· There is a plan of redemption. 


b. Because we make bad choices:

Do not be deceived: no one can mock God's justice. You always reap what you sow. Galatians 6:7


· Spiritual
· Morales 
· Relational 
· Financial
· Health 
· Family members 
· Individuals
· Social  


· Consequences: Responsibility of a person for what may result from his actions. Sin always brings consequences: 

c. Because of the historical/geographical moment we saw: 

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars but be careful not to be alarmed. That needs to happen, but it won't be the end yet.  Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famine and earthquakes in different places. All this will be just the beginning of the pains.  "Then they will hand them over to be persecuted and killed, and all the nations will hate them for my name's sake.  Matthew 24:6-9

d. For the adventures in the causes, in our life. 

· Your trade is subject to certain afflictions. 
· Your adventures expose you to certain risks. 
· Our walk of faith faces adversity: v.9.

I have told you all of the above so that you may have peace in me. Here in the world, you will have many trials and sorrows; but take heart, for I have overcome the world. John 16:33

Can adversity be avoided? 

	Some Yes, Some No.

The prudent anticipates danger and takes precautions. The simpleton advances blindly and suffers the consequences. Proverbs 22:3

What is the purpose of Adversity? 

	2 Corinthians 4:7-18

For this light momentary tribulation produces in us an ever more excellent and eternal weight of glory. 2 Corinthians 4:17



PAZ Groups

1. Getting to know each other:

Share as a group some adversity that has happened to you due to the type of profession or the adventures (hobbies) you do. 

2. Inside the Bible:

Read together – 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 

· Clay cups are common, cheap and easy to break. Why does the apostle compare us to those earthen vessels? 
· Can a fragile and simple glass hold something valuable? 
· To Paul, was adversity a normal part of a Christian's life? 
· How can we interpret verse 17 of this reading? Compare this verse in various Bible translations.
· Is there anything else that struck you about this passage? Talk about it. 

3. Application for Life:

Share as a group: An affliction that has happened to you as a result of your walk of faith. 

Homework: Memorize - 2 Corinthians 4:17

End by praying that God will strengthen your faith in spite of these trials. 

On a personal level: If you recognize that you are going through a trial due to your bad decisions, it is time to repent, ask for forgiveness and change your actions.  



Family Altar Questions: Read 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 together (NIV) "What we suffer in this life is a light thing, which soon passes away; but it results in a far greater and more abundant eternal glory. 18 For we do not look at what is seen, but at what is not seen, for the things that are seen are passing away, but those that are not seen are eternal."
· Discuss:
· Is there a momentary tribulation that we are experiencing as a family or in one of us? 
· Although it may seem like something strong right now, why does the Bible say that it is "light"? 
· What do we see God doing with our families in the midst of this trial?  
· For the little ones: If someone you love is going through a test, draw how you imagine them happy enjoying themselves with Jesus in eternity with God. 
· Pray that God will help you to set your eyes on Him and eternity instead of your problems. 


