
Antecedent:
Israel is taken captive to Babylon
(Daniel 1:1-5)

Daniel, Ananias, Mishael, and Azarias stay close to God in 
various situations.
(Daniel 1:8-13)

The King of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, makes a statue and 
asks everyone to bow down before it.
Ananias (Shadrach), Mishael, (Meshach) and Azariah 
(Abednego) are accused of not bowing down before the king's 
statue.

6 Points to stand firm against in the 
“Crossroads” of life:

1.- Recognize that we are in battle
"But there are some Jews, whom he has put in charge of 
the province of Babylon, who do not obey his orders, Your 
Majesty. They do not worship His Majesty's gods or the 
golden statue that he had erected. They are Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego.  13 Nebuchadnezzar was filled 
with anger. When the young men stood before the king," - 
Daniel 3:12-13

"But some astrologers came before the king and accused the 
Jews" Daniel 3:8 "They accused" in the original in Aramaic it is 
written Akal Kartza, which literally translated means: "they ate 
the pieces of the Jews" talking about them slandering 
destructively. 

We have an enemy and the enemy wants:
• To intimidate us "... He then ordered the oven to be heated 
seven times more than normal." Daniel 3:19
• To expose to us  "the satraps, prefects, governors and royal 
advisors swarmed around them and saw..." Daniel 3:27
• To make us think that there is no escape "and that some of 
the strongest soldiers of his army bound the three young men" 
Daniel 3:20
• Giving us shortcuts "... you had better bow down before the 
image that I have commanded to be made and worship it" 
Daniel 3:15.
Are you experiencing opposition like these 3 friends? Are you 
at a crossroads?

2.- Get ready/ Get ready
The three friends didn't make the decision to stand firm at that 
moment; they had already made it. They did not hesitate. 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered, 'King 
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves 
before you. 17 If we are thrown into the burning furnace, 
the God we serve can deliver us from the furnace and from 
the hands of his Majesty. 18 But even if you don't, we want 
you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods 
or worship the statue that you have erected." - Daniel 
3:16-17

The three friends and Daniel had a personal relationship with 
God, prayed, had their secret place, and frequented God's 
presence. 
Are your current spiritual disciplines preparing you to face 
crossroads?

3.- Have friends who are with you
in the test.
"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego responded..." - 
Daniel 3:16

If you are alone, it will be difficult.
If you are with friends, it would also be difficult, but you will 
have someone to lean on, who if you fall, will pick you up.

PAZ Groups, the best place to find this type of friends, who are 
with you even in the fire. 
Do you have a group of friends who cool you down or turn you 
on about the things of God?

4.- Know who your God is.
"If we are thrown into the burning furnace, the God we 
serve can deliver us from the furnace and from His 
Majesty's hands. 18 But even if you do not, we want you to 
know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or 
worship the image you have erected." - Daniel 3:17-18

We must:
• Knowing God's Power - "The God We Serve Is able" - 

Daniel 3:17
• Knowing God's Care - "He is able to deliver us from the 

furnace and from the hands of His Majesty" - Daniel 3:17
• Knowing God's sovereignty – "But even if He doesn't" – 

Daniel 3:18

Our loyalty to God should not depend on a miracle, an answer, 
or a sign, but on who He is.
They did not act for what was convenient for them or for what 
human logic said, or for the modus operandi of society... They 
acted for who God is, because they knew that even if they 
died, they were seeking eternal life.
Do you follow God for what He can do for you, or for who He is?

5.- Give glory to God regardless
of the outcome.

"24 At that moment, Nebuchadnezzar stood up and asked 
his counselors in surprise,
"Weren't there three men we tied up and threw into the 
fire?"
"That's right, Your Majesty," they answered.
25 "Well, look! he exclaimed. There in the fire I see four 
men, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth has the 
appearance of a son of the gods!
26 When Nebuchadnezzar had said this, he went to the 
door of the burning furnace and shouted,
"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most 
High God, get out of there and come hither!"
When the three young men came out of the oven, 27 the 
satraps, prefects, governors, and royal councillors 
gathered around them and saw that the fire had done them 
no harm, and that not one of their hairs had been singed; 
What's more, his clothes weren't burnt and didn't even 
smell like smoke!
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who sent his angel 
and saved them! They trusted him and, defying the royal 
order, chose death rather than honor or worship any god 
other than their own."  - Daniel 3:24-28

No matter the outcome, it will always give glory to God.
The enemy tries to use fire as a human judgment, but God 
transforms it into a place of divine revelation.
In the midst of trials, are people seeing Jesus with You?

6.- Identify your "statue" (what is 
distracting you or taking the place of 
Christ).

Something that is taking the central place of your heart, where 
God belongs. 
What do you dedicate your strength to, your time, where is 
your hope?
The three friends identified that it was not compatible to bow 
before God and at the same time bow to the statue
.
If you are not constantly at a crossroads, could it be that you 
are not because your decisions are not being firm?

How to stop bowing before a statue: 

The most dangerous place is not fire (because Jesus is there), 
the most dangerous place is to be indicated before something 
else, because even if the statue shines, it does not have the 
power to save. 
• Repent and ask God for forgiveness
• Stand and walk away from the statue
• Fill that space with Jesus

Being a follower of Jesus does not mean
the absence of fire, but it means the presence of Jesus

with us in the fire.

Getting to know us:
Have you found yourself in a situation where you have to make 
a choice between pleasing God or pleasing the world?
Share with your group and comment on the outcome of the 
decision you made.
Do you have a friend like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
to be with you through difficult times?

Inside the Bible:
Read Daniel 3:24-27 together and discuss:
 • What do you think the presence of a fourth man represents?
 • And what does it mean that they did not have a single hair 
burned, nor the smell of smoke, but their ties were burned? 
 • Do you think it is important that there were many people who 
were witnesses?

Read Daniel 3:16-18
Explain what stood out to you the most?
In Matthew 26:39 we see that Jesus prays this way before He 
suffers the cross:
"Going a little further, he fell down with his face to the 
ground and prayed, 'My Father, if possible, do not make me 
drink this bitter drink. But not what I want, but what you 
want."

How can we relate the firmness of the three friends before the 
fiery furnace with the firmness of Jesus before the cross?
Discuss what attributes, practices, and knowledge of God the 
Father they had in common that led them to be steadfast even 
in the midst of difficult times?

Application For Life:
Of the 6 points to prepare for the "fire", which one impacted 
you the most and which do you think you need to reinforce or 
start putting into practice?

1.- Recognize that we are in battle.
2.- Be ready/prepared (make these decisions beforehand, 
firmness is not spontaneous, it is consolidated with time.
Bible reading, time with God, intimacy and frequency with 
God).
3.- Have friends who are with you in the test.
4.- Know who your God is.
(Do you follow God for what He can do for you or for who He 
is?)
5.- Give glory to God regardless of the outcome.
6.- Identify your "statue" (what is distracting you or taking the 
place of Christ).

Family Altar:
As a family, talk about what trials you have had in the past and 
how you have dealt with them. Dig deeper into how you want 
to react as a family if you get into a similar stance. When a 
decision must be made, will they stand firm knowing that God 
can deliver them? And even if not?...
Pray together that it will be so.
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