
THE LORD IS COMING
Part 4

A MAN IN HEAVEN

THE PURPOSE OF ASCENSION 

Future events are not described to satisfy our curiosity, but to stimulate us to be vigilant. Its main objective is for us to remain on constant alert. Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) reflection on the book of Revelation. 

Do we want to know the future? But... How well do we know the principle?
Read Genesis 1 and 2. 

Then God blessed them with the words: "Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and rule over it... Then God looked at everything he had made, and he saw that it was very good! Genesis 1:28, 31 

Genesis 3
The fall of man
The promise of restoration

By a single one who disobeyed God, many became sinners; but because of one who obeyed God, many will be declared righteous. Romans 5:19 

This was the message the Apostles preached: Jesus Came, Died, Rose Again, Ascended, and Will Return to reign. 

The one who most preached the return of Jesus was Jesus himself. 
Jesus called Himself 78 times The Son of Man. 

As my vision continued that night, I saw someone resembling a Son of Man descend with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient One and brought him into their presence. He was given authority, honor, and sovereignty over all the nations of the world, to be obeyed by those of every race, nation, and tongue. His government is eternal; it will have no end. His kingdom will never be destroyed. Daniel 7:13-14

What does Daniel's vision mean?
The final fulfillment of all Bible prophecy, both Old and New Testament. 

What was Jesus saying when He called Himself "the Son of Man"?
That He was the man of whom the prophet Daniel had spoken, that He would one day descend from heaven as a Divine Man to reign over all nations with authority, sovereignty, power and His kingdom would have no end and would never be destroyed. 

"I AM THAT DIVINE MAN"... and for that statement they accused him of blasphemy and crucified him. But on the third day he rose again. And after 40 days he ascended to heaven. 

"Men of Galilee," they said to them, "why are you standing here, looking up at heaven? Jesus was taken from among you and taken to heaven, but one day he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!" Acts 1:11

The next stage of the plan could already be fulfilled; there is already a Man in heaven.

HE CAME. The incarnation of Jesus. First part of the plan. First coming. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. This was in the beginning with God... And that Word was made flesh and dwelt among us (and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth. John 1:1-2, 14

HE DIED. He died on the cross for our sins and that sacrifice gave Him the right and authority that we see in 

Revelation 5:6, 9-10
Then I saw a Lamb who looked as if he had been slain, but who was now standing between the throne and the four living creatures and in the midst of the twenty-four elders... "You are worthy to take the scroll and break the seals and open it. But You were sacrificed and Your blood paid the ransom to God of people of every people, tribe, tongue, and nation. And you have transformed it into a kingdom of priests for our God. And they shall reign over the earth." 

HE WAS RESURRECTED, ASCENDED, AND IS NOW IN HEAVEN. 

At Jesus' first coming to earth, by his sacrifice on the cross, we receive an inheritance: eternal life. 

At His second coming, Christ will receive His inheritance and reward, the rule of all the nations of the earth as the Father promised. 

PURPOSE OF ASCENSION:

Preach the gospel completely. Connect the two comings of Jesus Christ to give hope. Knowing that there is a Man in heaven who promised to return to end evil and injustice will motivate us to live any season of our lives. Jesus cannot return to reign on earth until this truth is preached in all nations. This is not just theology for our minds; it is fuel for our spirits. The Good News is not something, it is Somebody. JESUS CHRIST.
Restore intimacy with the Father. Knowing that there is a man in heaven allows us to understand his role as an intercessor and advocate with the Father.
To give authority, purpose, and position to the Church. We are seated in heavenly places with Him. 
Prepare for His return. Now we know that there is a Man in heaven, we are certain that the next step in God's prophetic plan and in perfect timing, He will descend from heaven and complete His original plan of reigning and we together with Him here on earth. 

And God saw that everything was very good!


PAZ Groups

GETTING TO KNOW YOU:

Share in the group, what do you think of the series "The Lord Is Coming"? What impacted your heart the most? 

Remembering: "The End-Times Message," "Why We Need to Learn from the End Times," "The Millennial Kingdom," "A Man in Heaven. The purpose of ascension".

INSIDE THE BIBLE:

Oh, if you would tear the heavens and come down! The mountains would tremble before you, as when fire kindles wood and makes water boil! Thus, you would make your name known among your enemies, and the nations would tremble before you. You did amazing wonders when you came down; at your presence the mountains trembled. Apart from you, since ancient times no one has heard or perceived, nor has any eye seen, a God who, like you, acts in behalf of those who hope in him. Isaiah 64:1-4

The prophet Isaiah more than 700 years before Christ recognized that the hope for the people of Israel was God's presence among them. Today, more than 2000 years after Christ, our hope for imparting justice, healing wounds, freeing captives, and many other things, is in the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Read Hebrews 9:27-28 Ponder briefly and comment, have you longed for Jesus' return? Or hadn't you thought about it? Discuss. 

Read Acts 1:1-11. Comment on each one, which verses stand out to you? Find how many and what promises do you find in this passage? What commands from God do we find in this passage? Is there anything you have in doubt about this passage?

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. In your words, explain this passage and comment. For you, is it a message of hope or does it cause you fear?

APPLICATION FOR LIFE:
Now, since God does not lie, His promise and His oath cannot change. This comforts us, because we want God to protect us, and we trust that He will give us what He promised. Hebrews 6:18

God always keeps what He promises, would you like to know His promises for the end times? By reading your Bible or the reading plan on YouVersion, underline the eschatological (end-times) message. 

Suggest a way to continue this conversation in your PAZ Group and as a Church. 

End by praying for the Holy Spirit to draw us into conversation and revelation about God's plan for the end times.  

FOR THE FAMILY ALTAR. 
As a family, discuss how you feel about knowing the end-times topic and how you could grow in eschatological knowledge. 



